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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello again, my fellow Ride to Garcia Cienega
backcountry horseback
riders and packers. I
hope you all had a nice
summer,

filled

with

riding the trails some
place cool.
Acton Fourth of July Parade and Agua Dulce

Country Fair & Parade
This summer, members of the AV Unit joined with
other equestrian trail riding clubs to form awardwinning super units. Janette Beas, a member of
Equestrian Trails, Inc., acted as the unit’s Marshall
for both parades. Her dedication paid off with a
grand prize trophy for the Acton parade, and first
place trophies in three categories at the Agua Dulce

parade. In both parades, the unit included dozens of
riders in matching clothes and decorations on their
horses. Non-riders, including children, rode a float
festooned with decorations and the banners of the
four clubs, including ours. Riders in the parades
from the AV Unit included Amy Nelson, Steve

In September, my plans for a campout were waylaid by
circumstances, so in lieu of the campout, on September
22, 2019, I took eight riders to the Garcia Cienega in
Littlerock. It’s always a pleasure to ride somewhere
there is water and trees. It’s a favorite local spot to ride
in the hot summer months.
FIRE SEASON
Hopefully, our fire season has drawn to a close with the
advent of winter weather. Taking another wet winter
into account, I recommend that everyone stay vigilant
about keeping your property clear of brush and
combustibles as the new growth appears. Be sure to
carefully check all electrical wires and connections as
you set up tank heaters and lights in your barn. Also, it
is helpful to have a reliable way to identify your horses
should they need to be evacuated. For about five years, I
have kept ID bands with my phone number, secured
with Velcro, around a pastern on each of my two horses.
Equestrisafe sells these custom embroidered bands on
their website www.equestrisafe.com along with a
number of other ID and safety products for livestock.

Nelson, Paul Frisbey, Dan Cotten, and me, Marcy

(Continued on page 4)
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Calendar of Events

Backcountry Horsemen of California
Antelope Valley Unit
Officers – 2018

November 11
Rustler’s Roost Ride & Lunch

President
Marcy Watton (661) 878-1791
horsinground@att.net

Lake Los Angeles
Trail boss: Paul Frisbey, 661-944-3601

Past President
Paul Frisbey (661) 944-3601
phfrisbey@aol.com

November 20
6:30pm: Pot Luck

VP of Public Lands
Jane McNamara
jane@janemcnamara.com

7pm: Meeting
December 4

VP Education
Elizabeth Work (661) 789-7505
polyanna93591@yahoo.com

Annual Christmas Potluck & Party—6:30pm
Leona Valley Community Center

Trail Services Coordinator
Paul Frisbey (661) 944-3601
phfrisbey@aol.com

8367 Elizabeth Lake Rd, Leona Valley

Trail Ride Coordinator
June Frisbey (661) 944-3601
Jfrisbey@gmail.com

BCHC-AV Meetings
Leona Valley Improvement Association
8367 Elizabeth Lake Road
BCHC has a Facebook page! (Ctrl +) Click here

(Continued on page 3)

Secretary
Hillery Pullinger
Hillery16@hotmail.com

All meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday
(January, March, May, July, September, and November)

Co-Treasurers
Valerie Zera (661) 944-1621
Saddlinthe@aol.com

Optional potluck dinner at 6:30 pm, bring something to share!
Meeting begins at 7:00 pm.
Nonmembers, family & children always welcome.

IrmaAnn “Kelly” Carle
iacarle@me.com

Directions:
(14) AV freeway
West on Palmdale Blvd
Continue on Elizabeth Lake Rd. approx. 8½ miles
(If you come to a four-way stop, you have gone too far.)
The Community Center is on the right (north) side of the road.

Sergeant At Arms
Jay Tremblay
(661) 947-2664
Newsletter & Media Relations Chair
April S. Golden (702) 518-2737
bchc.av@gmail.com
Membership Coordinator
Kay Brickner 942-8816
k2017brick@mail.com
Historian
Pat Gordon 270-1848
Ejg5757@earthlink.net
BCHC State Board Directors
Primary: Jerry Stone (661) 273-1059
trailstone@sbcglobal.net
Alternate: (Vacant)
AV Unit Wilderness Rider: Paul Frisbey
Assc. Members: Bradley and Emily Miles
Antelope Valley Unit Newsletter
Edited and published on the 15th of
February, April, June, August, October and
December.

AV Unit Webpage
http://www.bchc-avunit.org
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Membership Report

(Continued from page 2)

as of November 3, 2019

Calendar of Events (continued)

New Members (0)

January 15, 2020
6:30pm: Pot Luck
7pm: Meeting
March 18, 2020

Expired: (2)

Pullinger/Lancaster—10/19

Expiring: (1)

Carle—11/19

Expiring December: (8)
Steele/Nofsiger - 12/1;
Watton - 12/3; Brickner - 12/13;
Evans - 12/14; Work - 12/15.

6:30pm: Pot Luck
7pm: Meeting

RIDE INFORMATION

As of November 1, 2019 we have 64 members.

In the saddle at 10:00am, ready to ride, unless otherwise noted.

The Memberships of our Former Benefactors have
expired. Therefore, we have no Benefactor families as
members.

Please RSVP to all rides. There are some places where we will
need to double up in trailers, and we would like to know who is

Send all membership renewals to BCHC Membership,
1280 State Rte. 208, Yerington, NV 89447.
(Do not use the Beaumont address)

going. Some rides require reservations and payment up front.
If you would like to schedule a ride, please contact June.

If you change your email address, phone number, mailing
address, or membership status, please let one of the
Officers know.

If you would like volunteers for Trail Projects, contact Paul.
Rides updated online at

If you want to get communication from State, you must
send them your email address.

http://www.bchc-avunit.org/calendar.html

**********************************************************************************************************
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(Continued from page 1)

Upcoming events
December 4
Christmas party, 6:30 p.m., Leona Valley Community Center, 8367 Elizabeth Lake Rd, Leona Valley
Do you have a favorite place to ride or camp? Would you be willing to lead a ride? At the January meeting,
our unit will be putting together the 2020 ride calendar and we’d love to hear your suggestions for places to
ride.

Marcy Watton
President, Antelope Valley Unit
Backcountry Horsemen of California
**********************************************************************************************************

4

5

6

Past President Message aka Old Guy’s Rambling
Another pack season ends
I made four trips this year. The usual two: One to open camp and the second to close camp; A
third one with Staff as Needed, Wendy Bailey; one with my daughter April and granddaughter
Ripley.
All the trips were wonderful. I love going to the backcountry on my horse, with my other
horses. Letting them graze in the meadow and spend hours watching them. Wendy wanted to
be active almost every day. I joined her on one ride to tour a small length of trail toward the

park (Sequoia National Park). It was so sad to see how fire had ravaged some used to be
beautiful scenery.
The trip with my family was so great! It was great to be with April and see granddaughter
Ripley on a horse. Seeing an almost 3 year old on horseback was awesome. It’s been lots of
years since April started riding (at 12 months). When she first went into the Sierras she was
only nine.
While we were there Bradley and Emily joined us. Plus a cowboy came by, looking for cows
(what else?), Steve Day from the Golden Trout Pack Station came by. Nice to have visitors.

Now it will be six months until we open camp again.
So looking forward to the 40 acre meadow, tent cabins, hot showers, away from cell phones,
computers and the outside world.
-Paul

7

8

From the Editor
Did you know there is a visitor log at Cow Camp? It lets you know who’s been through,
and maybe even some backcountry gossip. Rather than write up a new trip report, I give you
my entry in the Cow Camp Visitor Log:
Friday, August 30, Labor Day Weekend
Paul, April, and Ripley arrive 5pm at the gate. Made good time. Got on trail from Jerky
at 2:15, juice break at 3:15, stock bridge at 4:15. It’s Ripley’s first time to Cow Camp! It’s her

second time riding a horse - she loves Bob. She leans down, pats him, and says “Good job,
Bob!” She turns 3 in nine days! Easy canned raviolis for dinner. In bed just before 9pm.
Sat, Aug 31
Slept in until nine! It was wonderful. Grandpa-jacks and hot chocolate for breakfast.
Read the visitor log - Paul thrilled the hand pump works again! Watered the yard and hung out
in our camp chairs. Ripley wants to pet Bob, so we get some oat bags and go visit Pasture 2.
Walk back, water the yard, and set some more. Ripley having a blast finding rocks in the dirt.
One of the rocks is an excavator - the rest are just rocks.
Ripley ready for another walk, so I keep her busy with an Easter egg hunt. I hide six
eggs and it takes her about 15 minutes to find them. We walk down to the gate; Ripley has so
much fun throwing rocks in the stream with Grandpa. We try to encourage the horse stuck in
the other pasture to cross, but he wasn’t having it. Back to camp to hang out until showers.
Walk down, start the fire, and go check out the ‘cliffs’ - so pretty. Ripley loves the shower, I
only worry a little that she’ll step off [the cliff]. We get dressed in our PJs and start talking
dinner.
Bradley and Emily arrive just before 5pm. Spaghetti and yellow jackets for dinner. In
bed before nine, the strange light above the range is still there. Oh yeah, while cooking dinner,
Bradley saves the “stranded” horse.
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Sun, Sep 1st
Up just before 8am, Ripley is too excited to start the day. Eggs and hash browns for
breakfast. We hang out in camp until it’s good and warm. Grandpa Paul fetches the stock and
saddles up for a day ride. Two hikers come to the gate and we holler at them to come on up. I
missed introductions for an urgent potty trip to the outhouse. (Ripley is pretty fascinated with
the outhouse)
I make us up some sandwiches and we start to get going. Ripley’s in the saddle for one
lap around the pack benches. Good to go! We all step up, stop for a quick photo op, and start
out. Ripley starts off strong, smiling ear to ear. Bradley opens the gate for us and we leave the
pasture. We did a big loop and went to the Ranger cabin. Ripley was throwing her arms out
and yelling “Yeehaw!” The group at the cabin loves it! We start to tie up and Ripley runs over
to the picnic table. Bob Hoskins asked for a high-five, and Ripley climbed in his lap to give
him a huge hug. It was Bob, Elaine, Dave, Elaine, Peggy, Bob’s daughter and 11-year old
granddaughter Carson. (It’s Carson’s first trip in too, she gives Ripley a tour of the cabin.)
We check out the outhouses, big dusty bear-prints are on both outhouses. (Ripley didn’t

like it much, but we get through). Eat our lunch and say our goodbyes. Back to camp. We hang
out for a while, nibble some watermelon, and wait for showers. Dinner is a little late - but
good. We all eat together. Camp gossip after dinner until bedtime.
Mon, Sep 2
Pouring rain at 0450. Lightning and thunder follow. Doesn’t last long (don’t really know
when it started). Up just before eight and we start packing up and talking with Bradley and
Emily. Aside from a little rain, we really had great (hot) weather our whole stay. Ripley is
excited to ride Bob again. (Even as she tantrums about a danish right now) Emily to the rescue
with an orange! Thanks Bradley and Emily for letting us enjoy Cow Camp!
Until next time!
April & Ripley Golden
& Paul Frisbey
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BCHC Membership Application and link to PayPal available at the following link:
http://www.bchcalifornia.org/membership.htm
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Backcountry Horsemen of California
Antelope Valley Unit
PO Box 84
Pearblossom, CA 93553

Back Country Horsemen of California’s AV Unit was established in 1995, to promote the gentle use of California
trails and backcountry.
We offer meetings, seminars, pack clinics, and speakers to groups to educate on access and care of wild lands
by equestrians and stock users.

