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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Antelope Valley
Unit’s Christmas Party
was a roaring success.
Forty-nine
members
and
their
guests
attended. It was a treat
to see some of our
founding members at
this party.
Mike
Gillett’s BBQ was outstanding and everyone
brought their best dishes to the potluck. Many
beautiful and quality items were raffled off. Thank
you to everyone who pitched in and made this
Christmas party one of the best ever.

February 11th is the Chino Hills ride
Hole in the Wall is scheduled for March 22 – 25
On January 6, I am leading the ride to Walt Bickel’s
mining camp where he lived until his death in 1996. His
camp has been preserved as he left it by his family and
friends, and if we’re lucky, we will meet his
granddaughter at the site. Guests are welcome to look
around at the old mining equipment, trucks, and cabins.
The cost of the ride is $5 and a case or jugs of bottled
water to donate to the camp. On the ride to the camp, we
will pass a talc mine and a Native American pictograph
site.
The Antelope Valley Unit will have our next general
meeting on Wednesday, January 17 at the Leona Valley
Community Center at 7:00 pm with a potluck
beforehand at 6:30. Our November potluck was fabulous
with tortilla salad, fried chicken, potato salad, pumpkin
pie, chocolate chip cookies, and more. Take a night off
from cooking!

At our last general meeting, the Antelope Valley
Unit membership voted to retain their current board
members: President, Marcy Watton; Secretary,
Hillery Pullinger; Treasurer, Valerie Zera;
Newsletter and website, April Golden; Sergeant at
Arms, Jay Tremblay; State Director, Jerry Stone. In
addition, we welcome the newly elected Elizabeth
Work to the position of Vice President, Education. A date in February will be the Tack Sale at Lazy-T
Ranch. Details to follow soon.
Upcoming Events:
The Antelope Valley Unit has some fabulous rides March 22nd through 25th is date of the Hole in the Wall
and events on the calendar for December and ride in the eastern Mojave. Kelly will lead us on a ride
through this scenic desert area. The recently reopened
beyond:
January 6th is a ride to Bickel Camp north of Mitchell Caverns are close by; reservations necessary.
(Continued on page 4)
Mojave
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Calendar of Events
January 14th, 2018
Deer Creek Ranch Ride
Juniper Hills, CA

Backcountry Horsemen of California
Antelope Valley Unit
Officers – 2018
President
Marcy Watton (661) 878-1791
horsinground@att.net

January 17th, 2018—Unit Meeting
February TBD
Lazy T Ranch Tack Sale

Past President
Paul Frisbey (661) 944-3601
phfrisbey@aol.com

February 11th, 2018
Unit Ride—Chino Hills State Park
4721 Sapphire Rd, Chino Hills, CA 91709
Parking is $5 cash ($4 for Seniors)
RSVP to Kelly Carle 661-944-1621

VP of Public Lands
Vacant / Team Effort
VP Education
Elizabeth Work (661) 789-7505
polyanna93591@yahoo.com

March 9-11, 2018
Western States Horse Expo
Fairplex Fairgounds, Pomona, CA

Trail Services Coordinator
Paul Frisbey (661) 944-3601
phfrisbey@aol.com

(Continued on page 3)

Trail Ride Coordinator
June Frisbey (661) 944-3601
Jfrisbey@gmail.com

BCHC-AV Meetings
Leona Valley Improvement Association
8367 Elizabeth Lake Road
BCHC has a Facebook page! (Ctrl +) Click here

Secretary
Hillery Pullinger
Hillery16@hotmail.com

All meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday
(January, March, May, July, September, and November)

Treasurer
Valerie Zera (661) 944-1621
Saddlinthe@aol.com

The meetings start at 6:30 and include a pot luck dinner. Bring a dish to
share, bring your family, bring your friends.

Sergeant At Arms
Jay Tremblay
(661) 947-2664

Directions:
(14) AV freeway
West on Palmdale Blvd
Continue on Elizabeth Lake Rd. approx. 8½ miles
(If you come to a four-way stop, you have gone too far.)
The Community Center is on the right (north) side of the road.

Newsletter & Media Relations Chair
April S. Golden (702) 518-2737
bchc.av@gmail.com
Membership Coordinator
Kay Brickner 942-8816
k2017brick@mail.com
Historian
Pat Gordon 270-1848
Ejg5757@earthlink.net
BCHC State Board Directors
Primary: Jerry Stone (661) 273-1059
trailstone@sbcglobal.net
Alternate: (Vacant)
AV Unit Wilderness Rider: Paul Frisbey
Assc. Members: Bradley and Emily Miles
Antelope Valley Unit Newsletter
Edited and published on the 15th of
February, April, June, August, October and
December.

AV Unit Webpage
http://www.bchc-avunit.org
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Membership Report

(Continued from page 2)

as of Jan 8, 2018

Calendar of Events (continued)
March 21st, 2018—Unit Meeting
March 22-25, 2018
Hole in the Wall Ride
See flyer on page 7
April 13-15, 2018
Backcountry Horsemen of California Rendezvous 2018
Paso Robles, CA
May 16th, 2018
Unit Meeting

July 18th, 2018
Unit Meeting

New members:

(3)

Expiring in Jan:

(5)
Chaides/Kimmel; Frisbey;
Gordons; Wolff

Expiring in Feb:

(6)
Forrest; Nelson, S.; Oates;
Rankin; & Robinson

Expiring in Feb:

(5)
Ballinger; Davis; Deagon;
Golden; & Pitzler

As of December 31, 2017 we have 70 members.

September 19th, 2018
Unit Meeting

New members:
David Evans, Juniper Hills, CA
Wendy Hodgin, Los Angeles, CA
Cheryl Kirkpatrick, Quartz Hill, CA

RIDE INFORMATION
Please RSVP to all rides. There are some places where we will
need to double up in trailers, and we would like to know who is
going. Some rides require reservations and payment up front.

The unit is very honored to have 2 Benefactor families
as members: Doris and Tim Bartholomew and
Stephen and Mary Ann Colf

Be in the saddle at 10:00am, ready to ride,
unless otherwise noted.
If you would like to schedule a ride, please give June a call and
we can put it on the calendar.

We want to thank them for their above-the-usual
support!

If you would like volunteers for Trail Projects, contact Paul.

Send all membership renewals to BCHC Membership,
1280 State Rte 208, Yerington, NV 89447.
(Do not use the Beaumont address)

Rides updated online at
http://www.bchc-avunit.org/calendar.html

If you change your email address, phone number, mailing
address, or membership status, please let one of the
Officers know.
If you want to get communication from State, you must
send them your email address.

**********************************************************************************************************

I want to say a quick good-bye to Sandy Oglesby. I didn’t know her very well, but she was an inspiration to
me. She was the Trail Ride coordinator for our unit for a while. Not the first one, but the first one who never
led a ride. She was never the “trail boss”. She got other people to choose places to ride and to lead. I’ve ridden in places that were so interesting because of her. Also because of her, I accepted the position of Trail
Ride coordinator. Leading a ride, being the “trail boss” doesn’t appeal to me at all. Sandy proved that that
was not a prerequisite. So, thank you, and good-bye.

-June Frisbey
3

(Continued from page 1)

And now for the big news: The 2018 Backcountry Horsemen of California Rendezvous will be held at the
Paso Robles Event Center Hearst Equestrian Center in Paso Robles on April 13-15. Big thanks are due to the
Los Padres Unit for stepping up and putting this event back on the calendar.
Past Rides:
The Rustler’s Roost ride on November 11 was so much fun! Paul led our group of 19 riders at a nice steady
clip to the butte, then regaled us with stories of his younger days spent cavorting at this butte with his friends.
The LA County Supervisor’s trail ride from the equestrian staging area at Castaic Lake was well attended by
89 riders. Supervisor Kathleen Barger stated her intention to maintain the semi-annual trail ride tradition
started by her predecessor, Michael Antonovich. Supervisor Barger was friendly and accessible to ride
attendees (she seemed receptive to my suggestion to reinstate the trail mapping project for the Antelope
Valley). The BBQ afterwards was tasty.
On a personal note, learn from my experience: Cissy (my horse) and I competed in an ETI trail trial last
October and we earned our best score ever, a fifth-place ribbon in Open, but that was not the most exciting part
of the day for me. As I was saddling up, I felt something prickly in my boot. I took off my boot expected to
pull out a sticker but instead found that a hypodermic needle had punctured and completely penetrated the sole
of my boot! Thankfully, it did not break the skin on the bottom of my foot. On the advice of my friends, I
visited my doctor, taking with me the needle ensconced in a plastic bottle. After examining my foot and not
finding anything, and looking briefly at the needle, my doctor seemed unconcerned but recommended that I
get a tetanus shot and then disposed of the needle. The needle was quite large, like those used for horses, and
bent like it had been used on a fractious horse, although my doctor assured me that she had needles just like it
for human use (ouch!). I remain hopeful yet cautious that my doctor is right in her assumption that I have
nothing to be concerned about. My advice to my equestrian friends is this: LOOK WHERE YOU ARE
STEPPING when you arrive to a staging area, especially if that area is frequented by less than upstanding
citizens.
Marcy Watton
President, Antelope Valley Unit

Supervisor Kathleen Barger

Kelli L and BCHC Members in the background

Rustler’s Roost Ride Photos

BCHC Rendezvous

The BCHC Rendezvous follows a tradition of gathering together of outdoor enthusiasts. Our event features
equine training clinicians, scores of vendors, horse and mule packing seminars, Gentle Use/ Leave No Trace
classes, Western Art Show, Awards and Accolades, Dutch Oven Cook-off, Trail Challenge, Beer and Wine
tasting, Cowboy Church, Youth Classes, Raffles and Auction. There is always lots to learn, lots of fun, and
plenty of horses and mules at the Backcountry Horsemen Rendezvous!

The 2018 Rendezvous will be held on
April 13-15, 2018
at the Paso Robles Event Center
(Paso Robles Event Center Website)
in Paso Robles, CA.

Monte Mills and The Lucky Horseshoe Band
in Concert
Friday April 13, 2018
at the Paso Robles Event Center
in Paso Robles, CA.
(montemills.com)

6

7

Past President Message Rambling
So, last April, the Doctors wanted me to have open heart surgery. I put them off until November
(So I could enjoy one last pack season). Well, the surgery went well. The doctors now say six months down
time, no horse riding (What?) So, anyway I should be back in the saddle by April.
I am looking forward to Rendezvous in April at Paso Robles. Then it’s May, and pack season starts.
As usual, I offer help, advice, coaching to any novice packers.
Trout Meadow is a fenced pasture with water. If you become an associate member of the Sequoia Unit (and
go to the training class), you can man the forestry cabin. There usually is a little work involved, but it is a
small price to pay. You get to use not only the pasture, but the cabin, too. The cabin boasts a place to sleep,
table, chairs, stove and a refrigerator. Nine miles from the trail head.

Feel free to contact me if you want details. It’s a great way to get into packing.
-Paul
**********************************************************************************************************

Walt Bickel's granddaughter, Lisa

Lisa and XMD founder and admin, Bill
A peek inside Walt Bickel's cabin.

Water cans Bickel
would loan out for
traveler's overheated
vehicles.
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Muchacha posing with
hoodoo arch

Elaine

Kelly pointing out something along
Last Chance Canyon

Holly Ash Mine where pumice was
mined to make cleansers and other
abrasives.

Denise

Bob, Elaine, and Cynthia
Water tank at the Holly Ash Mine

Bob checking everything out

Valerie brought us
sandwiches, chips,
cookies, and drinks
Valerie & Hillery—lunch delivery!
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BCHC Membership Application and link to PayPal available at the following link:
http://www.bchcalifornia.org/membership.htm
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Backcountry Horsemen of California
Antelope Valley Unit
PO Box 84
Pearblossom, CA 93553

Back Country Horsemen of California’s AV Unit was established in 1995, to promote the gentle use of California
trails and backcountry.
We offer meetings, seminars, pack clinics, and speakers to groups to educate on access and care of wild lands
by equestrians and stock users.

